
1. Get a library card for every
member of the family.  Decide on
a certain number of books that
each child may check out.  Have a
designated place where library
books are kept, separate from
personal books.  Put a sticker on
the calendar for dates when books
must be renewed or returned.

2. Read every day.  Reading books
to children increases their compre-
hension skills and broadens their
vocabulary.  Keep reading to
children even after they can read to
themselves and discuss the story.
“If you had written this book, how
would you have ended it?”

3. Make books together.  Handmade
books can be elaborate with fancy
covers and illustrations, or they
can be simple with just a few
sheets of paper stapled or tied
together.  What’s important are the
words inside that your child has
written or dictated to you.  It’s
their story!

4. Use a tape recorder and tape
your child reciting poems,
songs, or made-up stories.  This
activity shows an appreciation for
the way they express themselves.

5. Talk to your baby during
routine times.  “Let’s change
this soggy old diaper.” They
may not be able to understand
or say the words now, but
eventually their babbling will
turn into words.  Point out
pictures in books.  It’s an exciting
time when babies point to
pictures and say “duck” or “ball.”

6. Play the “I wish” game.  Start
out with a sentence that uses
interesting words:  “I wish I
could have a dazzling bouquet of
flowers in every room.”  Your
child gets to make a wish next.
Encourage her to use a complete
sentence.  “I wish I had a soft
kitty for a pet.”  “I wish I could
invite one hundred friends to my
birthday party.”

7. Label objects and toys in your
child’s
room.
This is
another
great way

to help children make the
connection between words and
objects.

8. Become a family of storytell
     ers.  Children never tire of
     hearing stories–– about them
     selves—how they were afraid

= =of  dogs when they were
“little” or how they helped out
with their baby brother when he
came home from the hospital.

9. Make bookmarks.  Bookmarks
are easy to make, and they really
come in handy when saving your
place in a book. Cut strips of
paper, place the name of the
book on the bookmark.  Let
children decorate them with
words and pictures, and then
laminate them with clear adhe-
sive paper.

10.  Recycle and swap books
with friends.  When books are
outgrown, sell them at a garage
sale or donate them to a chari-
table organization.  Children
may also enjoy swapping books

with friends.  This is
an inexpensive way
for children to build a
collection of books
they really want to
keep.
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