
“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” ~ A.A. Milne
 

After 46 delightful years at ECDC working with eager young children and their families,
enthused college students and gifted early childhood colleagues, my new life adventure will
begin later this summer or fall – retirement.  After so many years, it is difficult to
remember my life prior to ECDC; life prior to the joy that the children at ECDC share daily.
I have been fortunate to work alongside talented ECDC teachers and program staff who
foster a love of learning through joyful play-based activities, who are focused on the whole
child and who encourage families in their most important life's work! I will be forever
grateful for the opportunity to work at ECDC experiencing something that makes saying
goodbye very hard! I hope our paths cross often and I am confident that ECDC is in loving
and knowledgeable hands for the near and far future.

A message from 
Terri Kosik, executive director
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Smiles!  Terri



All ECDC End of the School Year Family Picnics are scheduled from 12:00 to 1:15pm with
the exception of the kindergarten picnic which ends at 1:30pm. Picnics will take place
outside on the meadow, weather permitting; inside should there be inclement weather.
Please bring picnic lunches and a picnic blanket for your family.  ECDC will provide the
beverage and dessert. After lunch, classes have special programs scheduled for parents.
 
All families are invited to their child's classroom's annual Spring Family Picnic regardless
of enrollment schedule to celebrate the end of another wonderful ECDC school year!
Please let your child’s teacher know if you cannot attend, so a teacher can make
arrangements to eat with your child.
 
Please note that these dates are tentative, dependant upon when ECDC is able to reopen.
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We hope you can attend!



2020 Medal Winner
The Undefeated, 
illustrated by Kadir Nelson, written by Kwame Alexander
 

Kadir Nelson’s rich illustrations amplify Kwame Alexander’s poetic
tribute to the resiliency, strength, and perseverance of the historical
and present-day Black experience. Gripping, realistic oil portraits use
light and forward movement to portray the deep humanity and
contributions of Black brilliance in America.
 
2020 Honor Books
Bear Came Along, 
illustrated by LeUyen Pham, written by Richard T. Morris
 

“Oh, what a ride!” After tumbling into a river, Bear is swept into an
epic journey, collecting woodland companions along the way. The
river comes to life with Pham’s energetic lines, gradual increase of
vivid color, and surprising page turns to form a rollicking adventure
and bonding connections.
 
Double Bass Blues, 
illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez, written by Andrea J. Loney
 

Ignited by an electrifying snap of the string bass, Nic navigates
between the symphony of two worlds: music and community.
Syncopated rhythms, musical harmony and familial love are vibrantly
expressed through riotous color, dynamic lines, and kinetic
movement. This inventive composition visually illuminates the
auditory experience that is the blues.
 
Going Down Home with Daddy, illustrated by Daniel Minter, written
by Kelly Starling Lyons
 

An African American family reunion gives a boy a chance to connect
to his vibrant roots. Featuring a warm, rich color palette, every spread
has multiple, complex layers. Earthy imagery and Adinkra symbols
help tell a story of intergenerational love and ancestral memory.

Storybooks of the Month - 
Caldecott Winners!
The Caldecott Medal was named in honor of nineteenth-century English illustrator Randolph
Caldecott. It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of
the American Library Association, to the artist of the most distinguished American picture book
for children. 



BEST CHILD DEVELOPMENT BOOKS FOR PARENTS
 (from thoughtfulparent.com)
 
I’ve been on a new mission this year to read more…and not just on a glowing screen,
but actual books. I read an article that some of the most successful people around
(Oprah Winfrey, Bill Gates) read at least 1 hour per day. In other words, the pattern of
their success is ongoing learning. They spend at least 5 hours per week in some sort of
deliberate learning (usually reading). To emulate this (if even a little) I’ve put together
some of the best child development books for parents. I’ve also included a few of my
kids’ favorite books. Click the following link to view the book list...
 

Busy families often find it hard to set
aside time for play, especially with the
distraction of screens and technology.
TRUCE offers some seasonal, screen-
free ideas to inspire your whole family -
whatever their ages - to play together. 
For spring ideas for family fun, click
on one of the three images or visit
truceteachers.org.

https://thoughtfulparent.com/child-development-books

TRUCE Spring 
Family Play Plans - 

http://www.truceteachers.org/uploads/1/5/5/7/15571834/truce_string_final_final.pdf
http://www.truceteachers.org/uploads/1/5/5/7/15571834/truce_bubbles_final.pdf
http://www.truceteachers.org/uploads/1/5/5/7/15571834/truce_gardening_final_final.pdf
https://thoughtfulparent.com/child-development-books


We are excited to announce our new endeavor, Sunny Day Learning, teaching
and sharing online with our ECDC school family beginning April 6 through
May 1.  We were inspired by a few things:
 
1) The overwhelming positive response to our Bedtime Stories.  Many families
share that their child watches the videos over and over!
2) Our goal is for ECDC children to connect with their ECDC teachers.
3) A way to create revenue for ECDC so that we can continue to pay teachers
while we are not receiving tuition payments.
 
We hope you enjoy playing and learning with us!  We created this space as a
way to share ideas, to foster learning and play, and to support teachers and
families experiencing physical distancing.  For more information or to
subscribe to Sunny Day Learning, please click the sign up link to the right.

Current
Family
Sign Up

New/Past
Family 
Sign Up

ECDC is a separate organization from ND and SMC -  a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization. ECDC,
as a separate organization, manages its own payroll, benefits including Health Insurance, business
insurance and all the various aspects of running an organization. ECDC's decision to close for an
extended period without receiving tuition while continuing to pay teachers and program staff will
be problematic to our limited "rainy day" savings, possibly exhausting it. 
 
If you would like to assist us with supporting our teachers and program staff during this closure
period, your gift would be a tax deductible donation to ECDC.  Any amount of assistance will be
helpful. Thank you for considering this!
 
Ways to give:
If you are a current family and would like to waive all or part of your tuition credit/refund - please
contact Terri Kosik at tkosik@saintmarys.edu or Michele Layher at michele.layher@gmail.com.
 
Checks payable to ECDC can be mailed to Early Childhood Development Center, 10 Child Care
Center, Notre Dame, IN  46556.  Please note "donation" on the memo line.
 
Give online using                         (click on the PayPal logo)

Support ECDC

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdDgVpgSW6KANhPtF2zbCbSH4dQ8Hgsf7qf_XAqtUTLtlVOg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdDgVpgSW6KANhPtF2zbCbSH4dQ8Hgsf7qf_XAqtUTLtlVOg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdDgVpgSW6KANhPtF2zbCbSH4dQ8Hgsf7qf_XAqtUTLtlVOg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://forms.gle/uyG5vRYnJ7wAoyFdA
https://forms.gle/uyG5vRYnJ7wAoyFdA
https://forms.gle/uyG5vRYnJ7wAoyFdA
https://forms.gle/uyG5vRYnJ7wAoyFdA
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=P29HF6HGWNBRJ


The SAG-AFTRA Foundation’s award-winning children’s literacy website,
Storyline Online, streams videos featuring celebrated actors reading
children’s books alongside creatively produced illustrations.

12 Virtual
Museum Tours

Stuck at Home? These 12 Famous Museums Offer Virtual Tours You Can
Take on Your Couch.

30 Virtual
Field Trips

From the San Diego Zoo to National Parks to Mars and back...this list
offers plenty of options to learn about places and animals without getting
on a bus.

ECDC staff members have compiled a list of resources and activities for
families looking for ways to fill their days at home with fun and learning.

At home activities F O R  Y O U R
C H I L D  &  F A M I L Y

Click above to view 

During our school closure, also remember to check your email for a daily bedtime story
read by one of our awesome ECDC teachers. 

GYMNASTS
IN MOTION

LET’S KEEP HAVING SOME FUN!!
Gymnasts in Motion will go Facebook Live
every Wednesday at 10am with Mrs. Jennifer
for some fun tumbling, music and movement
for our children! Join the fun! 
 
Our plan is to continue this LIVE feed until
we’re all back to school/work. ALL families are
welcome to participate so please share with
your friends!

Mrs. Jennifer
A  S P E C I A L  M E S S A G E  F R O M

Thank you for your continued small
business support! It is much appreciated!!
 
When you can’t find the sunshine,
Be the Sunshine!☀
#kindness
#stayhealthyandstayhome
 
Jennifer Leininger 
Gymnasts in Motion LLC

EVERY WEDNESDAY @ 10:00am - Gymnasts in Motion Facebook LIVE

*Please log onto our Facebook page: Gymnasts in Motion

www.gymnastsinmotion.com

https://www.storylineonline.net/
http://ecdc.nd.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parent-Resources-3.17.20-Final_2.pdf
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours?utm_content=link&utm_medium=social&utm_term=74C22A74-6538-11EA-BFD8-CB9196E8478F&utm_campaign=travelandleisure_travelandleisure&utm_source=facebook.com&fbclid=IwAR185WU4w0tfmCRKw7EyBeQ4SBrN2s-eHwI0aHKrO9cTwq-CDyobUwWqgeY
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours?utm_content=link&utm_medium=social&utm_term=74C22A74-6538-11EA-BFD8-CB9196E8478F&utm_campaign=travelandleisure_travelandleisure&utm_source=facebook.com&fbclid=IwAR185WU4w0tfmCRKw7EyBeQ4SBrN2s-eHwI0aHKrO9cTwq-CDyobUwWqgeY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvIdgTx9djKO6SjyvPDsoGlkgE3iExmi3qh2KRRku_w/preview?fbclid=IwAR1yWxBrTnOIQWCPqUesn3F-o0A5Rz7X10N87E2t_qBQ31nUoNuZFwEokRM&pru=AAABcQWvWbI*rBprS21g2gCE-FvEydS19w
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvIdgTx9djKO6SjyvPDsoGlkgE3iExmi3qh2KRRku_w/preview?fbclid=IwAR1yWxBrTnOIQWCPqUesn3F-o0A5Rz7X10N87E2t_qBQ31nUoNuZFwEokRM&pru=AAABcQWvWbI*rBprS21g2gCE-FvEydS19w


Kindergarten Readiness - 
from the IN DOE



Meet the ECDC-SMC 3's Team
Mrs. Alyssa Basore Ms. Bethany McGill
Co-Lead Teacher Associate Teacher

Click here to read more about the ECDC teachers and program staff on the website staff directory.

Year she joined ECDC - 2019
 
Favorites:
Color - Red
Season - Autumn
Food - Italian
Hobby - Reading
Children's Book - Pete the Cat
& His Four Groovy Buttons 
 
What she likes most about
teaching - I love the little
connections and conversations
I get to have with children
every day. 
 
What she does when she's not
at ECDC - When I'm not at
ECDC, I spend time cooking,
reading, and gardening.

Year she joined ECDC - 2019
 
Favorites:
Color - Pink and Green
Season - Fall
Food - Pasta
Hobby - Reading
Children's Book - Any of Herve
Tullet’s interactive books!
 
What she likes most about teaching -
The children I am lucky enough to
spend the day with are the best part
of teaching! When I walk into my
room each morning, I am greeted with
smiles, hugs, and the knowledge that
today will be another fun adventure.
Watching the children develop
relationships with each other is such
a rewarding experience. Helping them
learn, and seeing that "ah ha!"
moment is what makes all of the
planning and prep work worth it. 
 
What she does when she's not at
ECDC - When I’m not at ECDC I can
be found spending time with my
family. My two children love being
creative and spending time outside.
We are still getting to know the area
so we explore parks on the weekend
and attend family friendly events.

From left to right: 
Mrs. Alyssa Basore, 

Mrs. Shannon Daniels, 
Ms. Bethany McGill

Year she joined ECDC - 2014 
 
Favorites:
Color - Pink
Season - It is a tie between fall
and spring.
Food - Pizza
Hobby - Collecting Rae Dunn
mugs and creating pinterest
home decor.
Children's Book - Ish by Peter
Reynolds
 
What she likes most about
teaching - There are many
things that I love about teaching,
but one thing that I love most is
seeing all the progress that
children make socially and
emotionally.  The first time a
child checks on another child,
the first time they find an area
to calm their body, the first time
they use their words when they
are frustrated is very rewarding.
Rewarding not only for the
teacher who has worked
diligently with the child, but for
the child as well. Teaching
children how to love, be in
control of their emotions, how to
use their words, and be
supportive to others around
them is the foundation that
makes them better and stronger
human beings. Watching a child
grow socially and emotionally is
the thing I love the most about
teaching.  
 
What she does when she's not at
ECDC - When I am not at ECDC,
I am spending time with my
family and friends. I love to be
outside hiking, biking, and
attending sporting events.

Co-Lead Teacher
Mrs. Shannon Daniels

http://ecdc.nd.edu/faculty-staff-directory/


 
Did you know?...
Enrollment Forms for the 2020
Summer Program are due May
1st, and forms are due August
1st for the 2020-21 School Year
Program.
 
Links to enrollment forms were
provided in your confirmation
letters, but they can also be
found on the website - click on
"Quick Links" in the top right
corner, or choose "Enrollment
Forms" under the "Registration"
menu.  Look for the correct
enrollment forms packet for
your child. - Are they a current,
returning, or new child?

What's On The
Website?
http://ecdc.nd.edu/

ECDC Play Date
Our final ECDC Play Date of the school year is
scheduled for Sunday, May 10th. Join your ECDC
friends for an afternoon at Potawatomi Zoo! If
you plan to attend, stop by the ECDC
office/front desk between May 4-8 to pick up an
ECDC sticker for each of your family members to
wear, so families can easily find each other at
the event. This play date will not be facilitated
by an ECDC staff member - it is an "on your own
ECDC family play date"....have fun! 

ECDC parent orientation meetings are designed for parents
who are new to an ECDC program; however, returning ECDC
families are also welcome to attend. Parents may attend an
orientation at either program site regardless of where their
child is enrolled - the same information will be shared at each
site. 
 
SU meeting content: summer studies and investigations, daily
schedules/routines, food program, summer activities, field
trips and excursions, and more. Due to ECDC's current
closure, the SU meetings will be Zoom meetings. Those that
have RSVP'd at the link below will recieve a meeting invite
the morning of the meeting.
 
SY content: program components from curriculum, daily
schedule and routines, parent involvement and family
activities, college student involvement, food program, and
more.

Parent Orientation 

RSVP Here!

SU orientation meeting dates:
Mon, 4/27/20, 4:00-5:00pm via Zoom
Tues, 5/5/20, 4:00-5:00pm via Zoom RSVP Here!

SY orientation meeting dates:
Tues, 7/28/20, 4:00-5:00pm at ECDC-SMC
Wed, 8/5/20, 4:00-5:00pm at ECDC-ND
Tues, 10/13/20, 4:00-5:00pm at ECDC-ND RSVP Here!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_HoG9o29RhKfpMcsapeijV-9hao0jxrxcE-LSkBxbyrVunw/viewform
https://signup.com/go/RDDegrm
https://signup.com/go/aWLmbtS


4/6 - ECDC's Sunny Day
Learning Kicks Off
 
4/15 - 19-20 ESY Program
Withdrawal Deadline (new
date)
 
4/27 & 5/5 - SU Parent
Orientation Meetings
 
5/1 - 2020 SU Program
Withdrawal Deadline (new
date)
 
5/1 - 20-21 SY Withdrawal
Deadline (Pre-K & Kinder.)
 
5/7-15 - End of SY Picnics
 
5/10 - ECDC Playdate at
Potowatomi Zoo, 1:00pm
 
5/15 - Last Day of the SY
 
5/18-6/4 - Optional ESY
Program at Both Sites
 
5/25 - Memorial Day-ECDC
Closed

Whether you are looking for answers to your questions, connection with other parents, or just a
lively discussion about children and family, join other parents and Sharon Bain, LCSW (therapist at
Family Psychology of South Bend, former ECDC Family Resource Specialist, and parent of 3 ECDC
graduates) for topical conversations related to everyday parenting experiences. Meetings will
address specific topics related to child guidance, child development, and education with information
and resources presented in the context of ECDC’s philosophy.

Withdrawal Deadlines - Families needing to
withdraw or reduce their enrollment schedules for
upcoming programs should notify the ECDC office
as soon as possible, no later than the posted
withdrawal deadlines: 

Tues., Apr. 14 via Zoom - Developing Conflict Resolution Skills in Sibling and Peer
Relationships. This conversation will be a Zoom meeting.  Those that have RSVP'd will
receive a Zoom meeting invite the morning of April 14th.

Tues., May 12 at ECDC-SMC - Tricky Transitions: How to build confidence and prepare
your child for taking the next steps to something new.

 

April 15th for the 19-20 Extended School Year (ESY)
May 1st for the 2020 Summer (SU) 
July 1st for the 2020 Extended Summer (ESU)
May 1st for the 2020-21 School Year (SY)

19-20 ESY - 5/18/20-6/4/20 
2020 SU - 6/8/20-8/7/20 
2020 ESU - 8/10/20-8/14/20
20-21 SY - 8/24/20-5/14/21

Upcoming Events Mark Your Calendars

Conversations About Everyday Life With Children

RSVP Here!

Program Dates - 

https://signup.com/go/vvNzqXY

